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Welcome Back!
A Fresh New Beginning

THE TRAILBLAZER
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0  |  I s s u e  i  Vo l u m e  i

Michelle Wento, Founder
Heritage International Leadership Academy

A hearty welcome to our new and returning families, 
students, teachers, and staff to a transformed HILA.
As we begin the 2020/2021 Academic Year, I encourage 
you to remember the importance of faith, excellence, 
innovation, and community. These pillars will direct 
our steps and fuel our drive for excellence in this  
unprecedented time.
This school year, our focus will remain on academic excellence 
to ensure that learning continues. All efforts will be made 
to encourage students to take the Measure of Academic 
Progress (MAP) test, which will allow us to assess their 
grade level scholastic aptitude. Data from the assessment 
will be analyzed, and appropriate academic support will be 
provided to students.
Our new Academic Coordinator, Ms. Andrea Morris,  
comes with a wealth of experience. She will coordinate 
efforts with faculty to promote successful learning 
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outcomes for our students. She will also provide teachers 
with ample opportunity for professional development 
to increase their skills and knowledge of trending  
innovations. We are proud of the caliber of HILA’s teachers 
and staff. They each come with extensive real-world 
experience and education that is grounded in pedagogy and 
a passion for teaching.
We’ve made a few adjustments to our curriculum.  
They are as follows:
Kindergarten through third grade will be engaged  
through Amira Learning, which is an online software 
developed to improve reading skills and ensure that all 
students are reading on grade level. 
We have also included a Journalism/Media literacy elective 
for 7th and 8th graders to enhance their writing and critical 
thinking skills in this social media era.
As we continue to improve our curriculum, our 9th and 
10th graders will also benefit from engaging in several college 
prep courses.
Now. Let’s roll up our sleeves, focus on the tasks at hand, 
and achieve.  Don’t forget to have some some fun along the 
way!

Yours in the pursuit of distinction,

Michelle D. Wento
Founder

GENERAL INFO

Michelle D. Wento
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Everything You Need to 
Know about at Home  

Learning

Preparing for distance learning this academic school year can 
be challenging. While having computer access and data are 
keys to successful learning, what’s also important is home 
preparation.

SCHOOL INFO

1. Set Up A Special Learning Place.  

2. Make a Schedule and Make it a  
 Habit. 

3. Consider optimal times for learning  
 and don’t forget to take the family  
 schedule into account. 

4. Make a List of  Distractions.   

5. Color Code Calendars for Tasks  
 and Due Dates.  

6. Planning backwards from assignment    
 due dates and breaking assignments     
 down into steps students stay  
 organized.

7. Exercise, Exercise, EXERCISE! 

8. At home learning means that  
 parents are HILA’s “learning  
 coaches.” 



COVID-19 Conduct  
Measures to Take

Stay home if you’re 
not feeling well

Observe social  
distancing

Practice good hand 
hygiene

If sick at school, 
please go to the 
school nurse

Wear face coverings 
on campus

Monitor Symptoms

As we kick off this school year, we must remember to observe 
all the necessary protocols for COVID-19 prevention. This 

pandemic is everyone’s battle! Let’s observe the following steps to 
keep corona away.

5
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September Dates 
to Remember

Thursday, Sept. 3 - Wednesday, Sept. 9 

TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  
(ORIENTATION/ACADEMICS) 

Thursday, Sept. 10 - Saturday, Sept. 12 

PARENT ORIENTATION 

Monday, Sept. 14 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

Monday, Sept. 14 - Wednesday, Sept. 30 

MAP TESTING

GENERAL INFO
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Your Child and the 
MAP Test

MAP  stands for Measure of Academic Progress. 
MAP Growth Test is one of the most popular assessments 
among international schools, with over 1,500 schools using 
the test in 145 countries. MAP Growth tests are available in 
Math, Reading, Language Usage, and Science for students 
in Kindergarten through Grade 12. The tests adjust their 
difficulty to the level of each student.

  We will test students at the beginning of the year 
 and at the end of the year. Teachers use MAP  
 results to personalize and differentiate instruction. 

  School leaders use MAP’s summary reports for  
 school  improvement, accreditation, and to compare  
 overall  performance against norms and other  
 international  schools. The assessments are also  
 widely used for admissions and placement  
 purposes.

  The test is most important during this time of  
 COVID-19 because students have been at home  
 for a long period of time. 

  Parents can collaborate with teachers to  
 understand  how best they can support their 
  child’s academic growth.

PARENTS’ INFO
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Academic Coordinator’s 
Message

Welcome to the 2020-2021 
school year! My name is Andrea 
Morris and I am HILA’s new 
Academic Coordinator!  Having 
worked over the years as an 
educator in international schools 
in Ghana, Cameroon, China, 
Togo and Cote D’Ivoire, it is 
nice to finally be working at 
home! I have over 19 years of 
teaching and administrative 
experience with a MA in 

Educational Administration, a BSC in Rehabilitation Services,  
a K-6 teaching certificate and a certificate in school counseling.  

My goal for the academic year ahead is to ensure that our students 
can demonstrate that their academic work meets international 
standards.  This means we are heading towards becoming an 
internationally accredited school, and to do so, we must have 
documented evidence of our student learning.  

The MAP test will be an external assessment that will show our 
students are on par with other international students worldwide.  
We are also making certain that our lessons are aligned with 
the Common Core Curriculum and that we demonstrate our 
lessons are learner centered with qualified teachers facilitating 
the learning process.  We want to make certain that our students 
are 21st century learners.  I am proud and excited to be a part 
of an institution of academic excellence in Liberia!

I look forward to meeting parents and students alike! My office 
is always open to everyone! Please do drop by!

FACULTY & STAFF
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HILA Welcomes Some New Faculty

Lisa R. White, Head of Communications
Ms. Lisa R. White is our new Head of Communications.  
She has 20 years of experience working in  
communications and journalism.  Ten of those years have 
been in Public Information with the United Nations in 
Liberia and at the UN Headquarters in New York.   During 
this Academic year, she will be teaching journalism/ 
media literacy as an elective.

Ms. White holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Journalism, 
Master’s Degrees in Strategic Communications and 
Political Science with an international focus.  Currently,  
she runs Genesys Communications Consulting, a 
Monrovia-Based Public Relations Firm which she  
founded in 2015.

FACULTY & STAFF

Osamuede Osagiede, Science Teacher
Osamuede Osagiede is an engaging teacher with a passion 
for Science. A Nigerian national, Osamuede is excited to 
share the joys of science with HILA students. He graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science in Education with a focus on 
Mathematics at the University of Benin in Benin City,  
Nigeria.



10

Grace Otuokere, 2nd Grade Teacher
As a student-centered educator, I believe in helping my 
student excel through intentional relationships, nurturing, 
cultivating their talents into strengths and passions into 
purpose to maximize their potential. I hold a degree in 
English Language, Post Graduate Diploma in Education, 
certification in IGCSE 2nd language English. A certified 
teacher by the Teachers Registration Council of Nigeria. 

FACULTY & STAFF

Jeremiah Grant, PE Teacher
How’s it going Trailblazers? My name is Jeremiah Grant I’m 
a 24-year-old graduate from the University of Houston. As 
a graduate with a degree in Broadcast Communications, I 
enjoy working with cameras and computers. I have a passion 
for taking the knowledge that I have and passing it down to 
those under me for them to use in their futures. 

As HILA’s returning Basketball Coach, you can catch me 
on more than just the court.  That’s right I’ll be your new 
Physical Education teacher for the upcoming school year. 
I’ve got lots of fun and exciting events planned.  Don’t  
worry we will keep it safe.
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STUDENTS’ CORNER

10 Qualities of Good  
Students

1.  A GOOD STUDENT  
 HAS A GROWTH MINDSET

A growth mindset is a deeply held belief that a person can 
learn anything given enough time and effort. When your 
child says, “I can’t do this”, then you need to add, “Yet. I 
can’t do this yet”.  Research shows that even explaining this 
concept to a child will positively affect the way they view 
their learning. 

2.  A GOOD STUDENT IS BRAVE

Brave kids are risk takers and amass experiences. They are 
the students who take learning risks that lead to lateral, out 
of the box thinking. 
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3. A GOOD STUDENT IS ORGANISED

A school student can study as many as nine different 
subjects with nine different teachers and nine different 
sets of expectations. It is impossible to thrive under those 
circumstances unless a child is highly organised. Employ 
aids like diaries, planners and study schedules.

4. A GOOD STUDENT IS  
 CONSISTENT AND PERSISTENT

Learning happens slowly and consistently. Take for example 
how we learned to read. There were steps, from holding a 
book the right way up, to recognising letters to phonetics, 
years of practising and finally fluency. It is the willingness 
to practise that contributes to student success.

5.   A GOOD STUDENT IS ABLE TO  
 DEAL WITH FAILURE

Failure is one of the greatest tools in the learning process. 
Unfortunately, too many people are simply overwhelmed 
by the feeling of failure rather than being able to stand back 
and look at the lessons it can teach us. Having the tenacity 
to stare down failure is an extraordinary skill.

Teach kids to look at failure in an analytical way. 

6.  A GOOD STUDENT SETS GOALS

Goal setting focuses a student’s attention away from 
distractions. Research shows that incremental goals are far 
more effective than large goals.

STUDENTS’ CORNER



13

7.  A GOOD STUDENT IS ABLE TO  
 CONNECT LEARNING TO LIFE

A successful student is able to see their studies in the context 
of the wider world. If a child has read, observed and discussed 
the world, issues and ideas on a regular basis, they will be 
able to place their learning in context. 

8.  A GOOD STUDENT KNOWS  
 HOW TO LOOK AFTER THEIR  
 MENTAL HEALTH

One of the greatest obstacles to a child’s academic success 
can be their mental health. Anxiety, in particular, is a 
growing concern. If a child hasn’t been taught the emotional  
regulation skills required to create calm and a sense of flow, 
it is very hard to achieve success.

9.  A GOOD STUDENT PARTNERS  
 WITH TEACHERS

A child’s relationship with their teacher is fundamental to 
their success at school. Effective students recognise that their 
teachers are their allies. 

10. A GOOD STUDENT VALUES  
 EDUCATION

Finally, if a child is to achieve success in education, they 
need to value education.   Studies show that children are 
more likely to embrace education and succeed in homes 
where education is valued, where there are books and where 
parents are engaged in learning.

STUDENTS’ CORNER
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B676 Old Sophie Rd, Monrovia, Liberia

+231 (0) 776 342 464                 hilalib.org              info@hilalib.org

@heritageinternationallib

/heritageinternationallib

HILA Alerts Group


